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From. Isolation to Leadership •' A Review of American Foreign Policy. 
By John HoUaday Latane, Ph.D., LL.D. New York: Doubleday, 
Page & Company. 1918. pp. viii, 215. $1.00. 

The central thread of the ten chapters of this small timely volume 
is the question of participation in world polities — either in protection 
of American rights and principles or by cooperation in affairs of 
general interest. 

Although the volume evidently is largely a growth from earlier 
studies in diplomatic relations and from preparation of addresses de- 
livered at various universities or before political and international 
associations, its present appearance was doubtless influenced by the 
President's bold announcement of January 22, 1917, proposing that 
the nations should adopt the Monroe Doctrine as the doctrine of the 
world and disentangle themselves from secret alliances by the estab- 
lishment of a concert of powers through a League to Enforce Peace, 
and also by the astonishing achievement of America in organizing and 
transporting fighting forces which turned the tide of battle against 
the vast and long-prepared military organization of the Central Pow- 
ers led by the military masters of Germany. 

It is not a presentation of new materials, but a clear and well- 
articulated statement, a progressive and judicial summary and inter- 
pretation, of a large mass of facts which the author has digested and 
assimilated. Seizing main points, the author presents them in con- 
tinuity of development, avoiding tiresome details, and without foot- 
note references or bibliographic appendix. He adds a convenient 
index. 

Necessarily, as planned, the book omits many incidents which one 
might expect or wish to find mentioned. It contains no reference to 
the early applications of American policy against the Barbary pirates, 
or in connection with the acquisition of Louisiana and Florida, or in 
the early American relations in the Caribbean and the contiguous 
territory of Central America and Mexico, or in the opening of rela- 
tions in China and the Hawaiian Islands. 

The writer is accurate in his historical statements, but he has in- 
troduced several historical hypotheses (pp. 33, 53, 87, 93-94, 186) 
which he admits are of little practical value (p. 11). 

The book will prove satisfactory and useful to the student of inter- 
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national questions, and is especially adapted to the use of the general 
reader who does not have the time for a fuller treatise. 

Dr. Latane briefly sketches the essential features in the develop- 
ment of the two chief phases of American foreign policy— the tradi- 
tional policy of political isolation and the Monroe Doctrine, between 
which he makes a clear distinction which many writers have not made. 

Dr. Latan6 too strongly emphasizes the idea that American main- 
tenance of the doctrine without resort to force has really rested only 
on the existence of a nicely adjusted European balance of power re- 
sulting in the rise of diverting European situations at critical times 
when the doctrine was threatened by some European power which 
might have put it to the test of actual war (p. 146). 

Referring to American participation at the Algeciras conference 
as the ' ' most radical departure ' ' from the American traditional policy 
of isolation, nevertheless, in view of what has since happened, he justi- 
fies the secret diplomacy and motives of Roosevelt as a positive factor 
in preserving the balance of power in Europe and thwarting the re- 
lentless attempt of the German Kaiser to humiliate France (p. 76). 

He indicates that American diplomacy in the Orient has had a 
freer hand, illustrated by Perry's Japan expedition, which he regards 
as a radical departure from the general American isolation policy, and 
later by the retention of the Philippines not only as a naval base but 
also to prevent the precipitation of a world war by German seizure of 
the islands (p. 85). 

In a brief review of Anglo-American relations, he suggests the 
possibility of a closer Anglo-American understanding and cooperation. 

The author devotes a chapter to the natural and inevitable imperi- 
alistic tendencies appearing in protectorates and receiverships and 
financial supervision in the Caribbean since 1898, which converted 
American policy into law (p. 146) and caused Latin American attacks 
on the Monroe Doctrine on the ground that it has thus been violated. 
These so-called imperialistic policies, if administered in an unselfish 
spirit, the author declares are not inconsistent with the recent general 
war aims defined by Wilson (p. 165). 

The traditional policy of isolation from world politics, justified in 
the early experimental days of American democracy as a quarantine 
against the fatal disease of militarism, long remained a mere tradition 
or popular delusion which restricted America in the face of opportu- 
nities for useful service, and bred a complacence of effortless contem- 
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plation which made her indifferent to international responsibilities 
and as selfish as the predatory powers from which it held her aloof. 
But, under new conditions resulting in closer neighborhood, and in 
the complexity of diplomacy resulting from the emergence of Japan 
as a first class world power, it finally became an impossibility and was 
dispelled and abandoned under the conditions of the unequal world 
conflict between aggressive, merciless might and defensive right. The 
final decision against it, as Dr. Latan^ observes, was doubtless influ- 
enced not only by the immediate German violation of American rights 
on the seas and German conspiracies and activities within American 
territory, but also by the well-grounded apprehension of eventual Ger- 
man direct attack upon the United States and by the apparent neces- 
sity of the establishment of the peace of the world and the freedom of 
peoples against an irresponsible military autocracy (p. 186). In mak- 
ing the decision, the President ' ' assumed an unparallelled moral lead- 
ership ' ' by clearly formulating the issue to maintain democracy and 
the principle of the consent of the governed, positively and throughout 
the world, against the attacks of autocracy. At the peace conference, 
the author declares, America by her unselfish aims and with her clois- 
tered virtue gone "will be in a position to shape the destinies of the 
world" (p. 208). 

Dr. Latane has performed a useful service by placing in convenient 
form this interesting narrative of the evolution of the fundamental 
principles and complicated questions of foreign policy, which should 
facilitate the study of the subject and furnish to Americans an oppor- 
tunity to obtain a wider knowledge of reliable facts — a knowledge 
which is required to reduce the necessity of secret diplomacy in a 
democracy. His volume deserves to be widely read. 

J. M. Callahan. 



A World Court in the Light of the United States Supreme Court. By 
Thomas Willing Balch. Philadelphia : Allen, Lane & Scott. 1918. 
pp. 165. 

In this interesting volume the author has given us not only an in- 
structive review of the part the Supreme Court of the United States 
has played in settling serious disputes and preventing wars among 
the States of this Union, but has also presented a thoughtful and lucid 



